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EDITORIAL 
 
It may only be March but arrangements for our Conference and Annual General 
Meeting in August have to be started. This is a real fun event where we can meet 
fellow members with the same interests. See Bill Steele's paper in this issue on last 
year's conference. 

Everybody has something to contribute. Come and tell us about a successful 
collecting trip or conservation activities that you have been involved in over the past 
year. Show us your slides of the various places you have collected. A discussion or 
slide show about some exotic locality is of interest to us as well. If you have a 
particularly good slide of butterfly, moth, pupa or larva, send it in for the photographic 
competition. Bring along specimens you cannot identify or rare ones that you are 
particularly proud of. Remember it is only by your participation that the conference 
will be a success and enjoyable.  

Thank you all for your contributions to Metamorphosis over the past few 
months. Metamorphosis is only a reflection of your enthusiasm for our hobby. 
Please carry on submitting papers so that we can continue to improve. There are a 
lot of you out there who can still contribute your views, observations, breeding 
experiments, checklists and reminiscences of collecting trips. Put pen to paper and 
feel the satisfaction of seeing your words in print. 

You will notice that Metamorphosis  has undergone a slight change of format 
again. At the 41st Council Meeting in January 1991 we decided to publish 
Metamorphosis in volumes. The first 27 numbers published make up volume 1. This 
issues is the first of volume 2. I hope you will like the new format. If not, please let us 
have your comments in writing so that they can be published in Metamorphosis. We 
are always prepared to take up innovative new suggestions. 

I would like to end on a sad note. Two very good friends of mine of long standing, 
David Swanepoel (78) and Joe Chitty (73), died just before Christmas. The butterfly 
community will be much poorer with their passing and I would like to pass on my 
condolences to all their family and friends. 

 
      W.H. Henning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Spialia confusa male underside 
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COMMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

 
Inflation has finally caught up with us. For the first time in many years the Society is 
going to have to increase its subscriptions from R20 year to R35. However it is not 
just inflation that has led the Council to make this decision, but our larger, revamped 
and more regular Metamorphosis which has also added to the rising printing costs. In 
the future you can also expect to see Metamorphosis quarterly - namely in March, 
June, September and December. 

Each issue of Metamorphosis costs the Society about R1500 to produce and 
send out (R1200 printing plus R300 postage). The four issues will then cost us 
R6000 a year. .In addition to Metamorphosis we will be producing an updated 
membership list, information on the Conference and minutes of the ACM, plus 
various other informative letters.   These will conservatively cost a further R1000, 
giving us a total budget of approximately R7000 for the next financial year. As only 
200 members on average pay their subscriptions, we have to increase them from 
R20 to R35 to just cover costs. 

The Society also intends to produce its first scientific publication this forthcoming 
financial year, however, as yearly subscription has already increased so much we did 
not even consider budgeting for it. We will have to hope for donations or try to get 
sponsorship. If any member knows of a company who would consider sponsoring our 
publications in the interest of butterfly conservation, please let us know. 

The Society is also looking for sponsors to help finance the publication of our 
book How to collect and study Lepidoptera. It has now been completed and type set, 
and can be printed as soon as we obtain adequate funds or sponsorship. The book 
has been type set by Dr D.M. Kroon in A4 size and is over 150 pages long - the same 
size and roughly the same length as the South African Red Data Book - Butterflies 
sent to members in 1989. It cost the CSIR R12000 to get 1000 copies of the RDB 
printed and it will presumably cost us roughly the same (probably even more due to 
inflation) for our book. Let us hope we can achieve all our plans for the forthcoming 
year. 

The new more scientific publication that the Society intends to produce will be 
called Occasional Papers of the Lepidopterists' Society of Southern Africa. Here 
members will be able to publish new descriptions, revisions and so on which are too 
scientific for our more popular Metamorphosis. This publication will provide a local 
outlet for members who will no longer have to send their papers overseas or 
publication. It will be published whenever suitable papers become available. To keep 
up the standard and reputation of the publication, papers submitted will have to be 
refereed. 

Do not be put off submitting papers because they will be refereed. I have found 
over the years that referees only improve papers. The comments they make will be 
the same as those of your critics if you get it published unrefereed and then you 
cannot correct your mistakes. 

If you have never submitted a scientific paper before, the Society can guide you 
in producing a publication that is acceptable to the scientific community at large. 
Please feel free to submit any contributions.  If they do happen to be unsuitable for 
the Occasional Papers, they can still be published in Metamorphosis. 

 
Stephen Henning 
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REGIONAL ROUNDUP 
 
The good weather of the early part of the season has given way to some pretty wet 
and cloudy weekends resulting in limited collecting in general. There were however 
some good catches made when weather permitted. 

Both Chris Ficq and Steve Woodhall each found a female Bowkeria phosphor 
borealis at Shilongubu forest near Barberton, more were seen but not collected. 
Graham Henning and John Joannou were on hand to witness Steve's catch. Papilio 
ophidicephalus females were seen in good numbers. 

Graham Henning found Lepidochrysops pephredo near Mont Aux Sources which 
extends its range considerably; he also recorded L. tantalus and an Orachrysops. 

Chris Ficq, John Joannou and Steve Woodhall found C. xiphares penningtoni at 
Oliviershoek Pass in Natal, several males were taken and females were collected for 
breeding experiments. B. phosphor borealis were also seen by Steve. 
Steve Woodhall and Dave and Andrew Upshon visited Harrismith and found 
L. ortygia in good numbers including a good number of females. An interesting 
Aloeides was also found as were Poecilmitis lycegenes and P. chrysaor. They also 
spent a day at Barberton collecting female L. jeffreyi and L. swanepoeli. The following 
day more were recorded by Graham Henning and Chris Ficq. 

Izak Coetzer visited the Platberg and found various Aloeides, plus a number of 
Orachrysops. It is a long hard climb which few collectors, except Izak, would attempt. 

Various  visits  to  Golden  Gate  Highlands  National   Park  has  resulted   in  
good records of Aloeides maluti and P. paragaika. Cacyreus palemon form ecaudata, 
previously only recorded in Lesotho, was found by Martin Lunderstedt and Graham 
Henning at different localities near Clarens. 

Richard  Warren,   Graham  Henning,   Chris  Ficq,   Izak  Coetzer,   Nolan  
Owen-Johnston, Bill Steele and Rob Richmond all visited Verloren Valei near 
Dullstroom where many specimens of Richard’s  new  Orachrysops  were  collected  
as well as a few specimens of the Aloeides which occurs near "Die Berg'', the highest 
peak in the Transvaal. P. swanepoeli, P. paludis and M. aegipan were also collected. 

Glenn O'Connor reports from Natal that he and his brother went on a trip into the 
Midlands, they visited Muden where, at the river, they found A. zetes acara, C. 
pillaana and various other species. At Willowgrange they found one L. ignota, but at 
Griffin Hill and Mielietuin they were unsuccessful. L. asteris and a single worn L. 
pephredo were found at Mt. Arrochar and at Yellowwoods near Balgowan they 
collected P. euphranor and saw P. ophidicephalus and A. schaeneia.  In their garden 
they have further recorded P. anacardii nebulosa, E. wakefieldi and Sallya morantii. 
Parosmodes morantii were raised on guava leaves in their garden. 

Clive Quickelberge and the O'Connor brothers visited the Vernon Crookes Nature 
Reserve near Port Edward where they recorded D. amakosa albescens and Aloeides 
penningtoni. 
Joel Fortmann has been collecting in Swaziland where he found lolaus pallene, 
Cnodontes penningtoni, Neita neita and various other species. Chuck Saunders is 
reported by Joel to have caught a C. etesipe tavetensis and seen more at a nature 
reserve near Simunye, where he also found C. phaeus and P. anacardii nebulosa. 
Further collecting by Joel includes A. clarki at Coega near P.E. and he observed 
a small brown Lepidochrysops which could not be collected due to the high wind (a 
50 knot wind was blowing at the time, according to the wind computer at the 
Swartkops River). 
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Rob Páre reports from Zimbabwe for 1990. He has been working for the past 15 
months on breeding large numbers of Charaxes chittyi Rydon. To date, 307 
specimens have emerged, with a male to female ratio of 53 to 47. Only two of the 
females have turned out to be f. helgae, lacking the curved white forewing band. He 
releases the vast majority of specimens, keeping only interesting variations, of which 
there are many. The female ground colour varies from violet-blue right through 
turquoise to green, and many of the markings vary greatly. There are three broods in 
a year, emerging Feb/Mar, then Aug/Sept, and again in Nov/ Dec. 

The Eastern areas of Zimbabwe have been plagued by bandit activity over the 
past year, and the Chipinga and Mt. Selinda areas are fairly serious at the moment. 
Collectors visiting Zimbabwe should get a security update before going to any of the 
out of the way places. 

At the end of February 1990, Mullin, Gardiner, Daffue and Páre, went to Mt. 
Selinda for Mimacraea neokoton.  Suffice to say that two collectors had specimens to 
show for their efforts while the other two only had aching forearms and sunburnt 
tonsils. The aching forearms come from wielding a 40ft extension net after lazy 
circling neokotons. Imagine the pandemonium when a female suddenly appears only 
a few feet over their heads and the males dive down to squabble over her. By the 
time the extensions were dismantled the gambolling threesome could be seen drifting 
blissfully away into the forest. They look small consolation from the hope they would   
multiply and that next year their offspring   would be swarming throughout the forest!                                                                                                       

Ian Mullin, after years of searching, finally tracked down the larvae of Charaxes 
acuminatus vumba and bred it through for the first time in March. His find was in the 
Chimanimani area, fairly remote, and requiring a lot of dedication and patience. 

Late May and early June saw some good finds in the Honde Valley along the 
Pungwe River, including Hypolimnas deceptor, Melanitis libya, Aterica galene and 
Cyrestis pantheus, the latter two species yielding a few larvae as well. Ian Mullin 
found fairly good numbers of larvae of Abantis arctomarginata in the Harare area, 
where adults are found from time to time. It seems to be well established there. 

The few known colonies of Cooksonia neavei rhodesiae seem to be quite happy, 
and adults appear as if by magic in the dry trees in the heat of late October. 

Alan Gardiner has taken a couple of Anthene arnoIdi, a very good catch of a 
species that only a handful of collectors have ever seen.                 ' 

Rob comments on the article 'A sound observation’ by Mike and Pat Schlosz that  
he has found that some pupae of Anthene species make a faint but audible 
squeaking from time to time. A. lunulata is one that does this, sometimes even when 
it has not been disturbed. 

Graham Henning spent three days in the Namib Desert filming a TV commercial. 
The only butterflies seen could just as well have been collected in his garden at 
home. Limited time prevented him from visiting any good localities, such as 
Remhoogte Pass through which the film team passed at speed on two occasions, 
much to Graham's dismay. 
Jon Ball reports from the Cape that there was no evidence of O. niobe at Nature’s 
Valley. The Kammanassie was better during mid-December when L. balli, P. balli and 
A. palIida jonathani were recorded (a real family affair), as well as the distinctive race 
of Dingana   bowkeri. 

Ryan Steele bred P. aethon for the first time. The foodplant is Rhus zehyeri. He 
collected larvae at Graskop. The pupa was green and placed in the centre of a leaf. 
Have you made any interesting captures lately?  If you have please let us know. 
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OBITUARY 
-DAVID ABRAHAM SWANEPOEL- 

It is the end of an era. With the passing of David Swanepoel we have probably lost 
the greatest ever South African butterfly collector. He was not a trained scientist nor 
was he as well educated as many of his contemporaries, yet his publications have 
influenced several generations of butterfly collectors. His intimate knowledge of the 
behaviour and habits of virtually every South African species will probably never be 
surpassed. If only he had produced an updated version of his book Butterflies of 
South Africa so that more of his knowledge could have been passed onto future 
generations of lepidopterists.                                                            . 

I first met 'Swannie' in September 1963.  My brother Graham and I arrived home 
after going to the movies and first saw him sitting in the lounge talking to my mother. 
He had just been collecting Lepidochrysops praeterita and we were absolutely 
fascinated and enthralled as he set the specimens in front of us.  This began a long 
and fruitful association with this doyen of butterfly collectors. Over the next few years 
his encouraging letters and gifts of rare species inspired us to even greater efforts in 
our pursuit of our hobby.  We also learnt a lot from him during several field trips in the 
1960's. 

A misunderstanding during the early 1970's led us onto separate paths for a 
number of years, but in recent times some of the old relationship was re-established. 
The saddest thing was that the Council of the Society had decided to make him our 
first Honorary Life Member and this was to be conferred on him during the 1991 
Conference and AGM (see minutes of the 41st Council Meeting held on the 8th 
November 1990). I think he would have appreciated the ultimate honour and 
accolade from his peers. He had been a part of our lives for so long that I for one had 
virtually considered him to be immortal.                          . 

David Abraham Swanepoel was born on the 12th July 1912 at Ladybrand in the 
Orange Free State.   He died on the 23rd December 1990 at Duiwelskloof in the 
Transvaal. He first became interested in butterflies through the encouragement of 
Paul Loewenstein, and started collecting in 1925.  Another prominent collector of 
those times, Henry Irving, was also a great inspiration to David. He never forgot them 
and named two Lepidochrysops species in their memory. 

During his many years of collecting he probably spent more time and effort 
observing and studying the butterflies of South Africa than will ever be achieved 
again. He had the tremendous gift of enthusing others about his hobby and his 
evocative style of writing has captured the imagination of many a lepidopterist. The 
popular names of many of our South African butterflies were proposed by him. He 
discovered numerous new species and subspecies and six were named after him. 
He also published many descriptions of new taxa and was author of the marvellous 
book Butterflies of South Africa, produced m 1953. He was also an enthusiastic 
contributor to Metamorphosis, and  his  last   contribution  published in this  issue was 
received in December 1990 shortly before his death. His large and immaculate 
collection is in the Transvaal Museum. 

Butterflies named after him: 
Aloeides swanepoeli 
Dira swanepoeli 
Lepidochrysops swanepoeli 
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Poecilmitis swanepoeli 
Pseudonympha swanepoeli 
Thestor swanepoeli 

 
Publications: 

 
Swanepoel, D.A. 1941. My search for Leptoneura jansei. J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 4: 176-
179. 
________ 1949. A new species of Cupido (Lycaenidae) from the Zoutpansberg. J. 
ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 12:123-125. 
________ 1953. A new species of Thestor Hübner (Lepidoptera). J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 
16:191- 193. 
________ 1953. Butterflies of South Africa: where, when and how they fly. Maskew 
Millar, Ltd., Cape Town.  320 pp. 17 pls. 
________ 1962. Two new species of Lepidochrysops from the Transvaal 
(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). J. ent. Soc. sth. Afr. 25:291-294. 
________ 1968. A new species of Thestor Hübner (lepidoptera). Entomologist's  
Rec. J. Var. 80:54-55. 
________ 1969. Two new species of Lepidochrysops from the western Cape 
Province. Novas Taxa Ent. 64:3-10. 
________ 1971. A new species of Lepidochrysops Hedicke (Lepidoptera: 
Lycaenidae) from the Roggeveld Mountains of the Cape Province. Entomologist's 
Rec. J. Var. 83:97-99. 
________ 1975. A new species of Poecilmitis from the Roggeveld Mountains of the 
Cape Province (Lepidoptera: Rhopalocera). Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 87:123-124. 
________ 1976. A new species of Poecilmitis Butler from the Drakensberg, Natal 
(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). Ann. Transv. Mus. 30:119. 
Swanepoel, D.A. & Vari, L. 1983. Three new species of Lepidochrysops Hedicke 
from the Cape Province (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). Ann. Transv. Mus. 33:323-336. 

 
Stephen Henning 
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DON'T BELIEVE ME 
 

By D.A. Swanepoel † 

 
A prominent landmark on the Agatha Hill south of Tzaneen is Archie van Reenen's 
house. There in a mango grove young David Stein in December one year captured 
many prize specimens of Charaxes castor, which up to that time was regarded as a 
rare and much sought after butterfly. 

K.M. Pennington returned home to Michaelhouse after a week in the northern 
Zululand bush boasting about all the C. castor he had netted there. He was 
compelled to make use of extension sticks to his net to get them down from the tree 
tops. 
Georges van Son subsequently retorted "that was nothing to boast about". "You 
should have seen them feeding at ant holes in the branches of trees lining the streets 
of Maputo one year. You could handpick them there." 

The enchanting sunrises of the eastern lowveld of the Transvaal often enticed me 
to rise early so that I could arrive on the koppies around Mooketsi just at the right 
time to see the sun rise. On one occasion I did not anticipate bad weather prevailing 
there and so when I stationed myself on a koppie, hoping the clouds would dear, I 
discovered that I was not alone. Over the tree tops flitting about the mild drizzle was 
a castor. Many times subsequently I encountered castor as early as sunrise on the 
koppies.                                                                                                         . 

Seeing me off on the Pretoria north station one evening Georges van Son wanted 
to know what I intend hunting for when I get back to Pietersburg. "Oh castor this 
time". "Could you do me a favour Georges?" "Please get me a tin of monkey dung at 
the Zoo and post it to me." Georges never said NO. Early one morning there was 
pandemonium in the Pietersburg post office when the mail bag from Pretoria was 
opened. Fortunately it was not a full sized monkey that came out of the bag that 
caused the excitement. But the horrible stench caused the staff to evacuate the 
building. I was summoned to fetch my parcel with utmost haste. And were they 
annoyed! On phoning Georges later that day he apologised for not being about to get 
monkey dung so instead he posted leopard dung. I am still wondering if castor would 
have come for that in a trapnet. 

The two Mogg boys once returned from a short stay at the Sabi River Bungalows 
motel with beautiful specimens of castor in the bag. "Where did you get those?" 
everybody enquired. "On the rocks along the Sabi River''.  Years later I travelled 
many times from White River to those rocks but never saw castor there. One day a 
farmer supplied me with an answer to the riddle. At one time he had a guava or- 
chard along the river but was compelled to cut it down owing to the baboons stealing 
the guavas. And he added "you should have seen the mess they made on the rocks 
alongside the river. There was plenty of excrement" -- to which castor delight- fully 
came. 

What happened to all the C. castor that came to the mango grove at van 
Reenen's house? Evidently the butterfly failed to resist the onslaught of the pandemic 
annihilation of the bush the farmers practiced. Where there had been lush natural 
bush covering the slopes of the hills banana plantations are now everywhere. The 
axe has not been idle! 

Malta Forest remains the enigma. During all my countless visits to the place I only 
encountered castor once. I am the only aurelian that sometimes lived in the Malta, 
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sometimes as long as a month. At one time I was planning to build a cottage there, 
but that never materialized. George Barnes, the owner of Malta Forest was 
complacent enough to cede me a piece of land for my cottage. Many years ago Malta 
belonged to a British company from which Dr Charles Himmelhoch of Pietersburg 
bought it. Then it went to Barnes. 

Around the fire at the Malta waterfall, many years ago, we were celebrating some 
one's birthday. At about 4 a.m. I woke up to discover that I was the only one around 
the fire. The rest were safely locked inside the car. "What are you guys doing in the 
car?" "What are you doing outside? they enquired". "Oh I am still at the fire". "You 
would not have been there had you seen the leopard that came sniffing at us." they 
retorted.  I returned to the fire, bold and brave and perhaps foolhardy. A collector 
once had the unique experience of seeing a Charaxes xiphares come to the light of 
his mantle lamp. 

Good old Malta Forest! It was never short of exciting events. And there was that 
bloody lion who often sent cold shivers up the spines of aurelians with midnight 
growls from somewhere in the bush. Then one day he had the audacity to confront 
me. Coming round a bend on my good old BSA motorbike he was on all fours in the 
middle of the road. HELL WHAT NOW?  I stopped and started revving the bike. He 
revved his tail. Boy this is where we are going to have a go at one another I thought.   
I   revved louder. It was then  that  he  must  have argued to himself  that discretion  
was the better  part  of valour and with  one huge jump that would  have got him first 
prize at a lion athletic meeting he disappeared into the bush.  What a close shave! 

Way back in the twenties when Georges van Son - on his motorcycle first 
explored the Malta Forest he often encountered a black mamba on the gate at the 
entrance to the forest. There is a new gate now where one has to sign a book and it 
is alleged that the mamba was more propitious in granting collecting permits than a 
certain man with a beard who now runs the show. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charaxes castor flavifasciatus male feeding on animal dung 
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SYSTEMATIC NOTES ON THE CYMOTHOE ALCIMEDA GROUP 
By A.H.B. Rydon 

1. Cymothoe alcimeda alcimeda  (Godart, 1819). 
Nymphalis  alcimeda Godart, 1819. Enc. Meth. 9:384, No. 112. 

♀   Harma alcimeda (Godart); Doubleday (MS., 1848) in West. & Hew., Gen. Diurn. 
Lep., p. 288 (1850). 

♂   Harma (Pallene) eupithes Doubleday (MS., 1848) ibid., p. 289, Pl. 41, fig. 1. 
♀   Harma alcimeda; Trimen, Rhop. Nr. Aust., p. 159, No. 94, 1862. 
♂   Harma eupithes; Trimen, ibid., No. 95, p. 160. 
♀   Cymothoe alcimeda Godt.; Kirby, Syn. Cat. Diurn. Lep., p. 251, 1871. 
♂   Cymothoe eupithes Doubl. Hew.; Kirby, ibid., p. 252. 
♂♀ Harma alcimeda (Godart); Trimen, S. Afr. Butt., p. 312, 1887. 

Cymothoe alcimeda Godt., Aurivillius, "Rhop. Aethiop." p. 215, No. 43, 1898. 
Cymothoe alcimeda; Aurivillius in Seitz 13; p. 152, 1912. 
Cymothoe alcimeda alcimeda (Godart); Dickson & Kroon, Pennington's Butt., 
p. 69, Pl. 87, figs 168 i-v, 1978. 
Cymothoe alcimeda alcimeda (Godart); Van Son & Vari, Butt. of Southern Afr., 
Pt IV, p. 110, Pl. 12, figs 1-5, 1979. 

In his description of alcimeda, Godart did not mention the number of specimens that 
were available to him for study. There are however, two females in the Paris Museum 
bearing red 'Type' labels, thus they are syntypes and hence it is necessary to select 
one of them to be the lectotype. I was able to examine them on two occasions in the 
Paris Museum, on 16.ii.1972 and 16.v.1974, by kind permission of Dr. Viette, late of 
the Paris Museum. One of the females (figs 3, 4) is set with its forewings slanting 
back slightly (in the old-fashioned way) and, when last examined by me in1974, was 
in possession of both of its antennae and abdomen. 

The other female (figs 1,2) is set in the modem way, with the dorsum of its 
forewing set at right-angles to the long axis of its thorax. It has only one antenna (the 
right one) and is missing its abdomen (which was removed for dissection by F.C. 
Overlaet on 8.iv.1951). This female I hereby designate the Lectotype of Nymphalis 
alcimeda Godart. It carries the following labels: a small, oblong, red 'Type' label; a 
large, oblong, white label, with the following words written on it: "Afrique Hottentote, 
Coll. Delalande, Museum de Paris"; glued to its underside is a smaller, oblong white 
label, with the words "Alcimeda Godt."written on it in, presumably, Godart's own 
handwriting; there is also a second label a small round, white one, saying "Afriq. 
Hottentot"; an oblong, white label bearing the words: "F.G. Overlaet rev., 1945; 
Cymothoe alcimeda Godt." and a white label saying: "Prépar. genit. No. 335 par F.G. 
Overlaet, 8.iv.1951". 

The intact female mentioned above, with the sloping forewings, I hereby 
designate the Paralectotype of Nymphalis alcimeda Godart. It has the following data: 
a small, oblong, red "Type" label; an oblong, white label saying: "Nymphalis alcimeda 
Godart, Ancienne Collection, Museum de Paris"; a small, white label saying "Type"; 
and an oblong, white label with the words "F.G. Overlaet rev., 1945; Cymothoe 
alcimeda." written on it. 

The Type-locality of Nymphalis alcimeda was incorrectly stated by Godart to be 
"Cafrerie' (Kaffrana), this despite the label on the Lectotype saying "Afrique 
Hottentote".  Nominate alcimeda does not occur in Kaffraria (i.e. that area that 
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extends from the Great Kei River in the south to the southern border of Natal in the 
north), but a subspecies of it, namely alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius, which Trimen 
referred to as "Variety A" in his South African Butterflies", vol. 1, pp. 314-5, 1887. 

The Lectotype is very similar in appearance to a female I caught on a damp stone 
near the source of tile Rivier Zonderend on 26.iii.1970 in the company of Mr. C.G.C. 
Dickson, in that the pale yellowish-white median band in the forewing is tending to 
extend into space 5, not stopping at 4 (as in most females from further to the east, 
e.g. Knysna etc.), the white chevron mark in the cell of the forewing being broader 
than in females from elsewhere (including the Paralectotype), and the three white 
postdiscal spots in the forewing also larger and more confluent than in the other 
females,  including the Paralectotype. Thus, it appears that the Paralectotype came 
from a different locality to that of the Lectotype, most probably from Knysna area 
(s.l.), as it agrees better with females that I have seen from there in various 
collections, including a specimen I myself collected at Saasveld on 8.iv.1970. This is 
supported, to a certain extent, by the wing-venation of both male and female 
specimens from localities such as Blaaukrantzpas, Stormsrivier, Jonkersberg and 
George (Saasveld), in which the discoidal cell in the forewing is open in most cases, 
and the apical extremity of the cell is often obtusely bent where veins 5 and 6 arise. 
This venational arrangement is present in the Paralectotype also.  However,  in 
specimens from west of  Knysna (e.g. Oudebosch) the discoidal cell is closed in 3 out 
of 3 females and 2 out of 3 males that I have examined from there, and the apex of 
the cell is less obtusely bent where veins 5 and 6 arise (even acutely bent inwards in 
some cases). As just stated, one of the three males from Oudebosch has the cell 
open in the forewing, the same as in the lectotype from "Afrique Hottentote", so this 
does not  necessarily  preclude  the  Lectotype from having come from west  of 
Knysna,  too. The antenna-wing ratio (the A/W ratio) of the Lectotype is 14/29 = 
0.483 and this agrees with two females from Rivier Zonderend in the C.G.C. Dickson 
collection, which I examined in March 1970, in Cape Town.  Its genitalia are also 
closer to those of the female I caught at Rivier Zonderend on 26.iii. 1970 than to a 
female I caught at Saasveld on 8.iv.1970, which supports my contention that the 
Lectotype of alcimeda must have come from the Western Cape Province. The 
Paralectotype, however, has an A/W ratio of 14/28 = 0.464, which agrees with a 
female from Knysna, also in Mr. Dickson's collection. Although the genitalia of the 
Paralectotype have not yet been examined, one may safely conclude that ii: came 
from the Knysna area (s.I.). 

Doubleday (MS., 1848), in Westwood & Hewitson's Gen. Diurn.  Lep., vol. 2, pp. 
288-9 (1850), placed Nymphalis alcimeda in his genus Harmo. (ibid. p. 288), but in 
the first subdivision of Division 'A' of that genus, on the grounds that the discoidal cell 
of the forewing was closed and that of the hindwing open; but to the quite dissimilar 
male  of alcimeda  he gave a separate genus and specific name, i.e. Pallene 
eupithes,   on  the  grounds  that  the  discoidal cell  in  both  wings  was  open.   Dr. 
Westwood (ibid. p. 289), however, placed the latter in Division  'B' of Harma, but as a 
subgenus of it. Trimen, in his Rhopalocera Africae Australis, pp.  159-161,  1862-
1866, also treated the sexes of alcimeda  as a separate species, i.e. Harma  
alcimeda and Harma  eupithes,  but eventually brought  them  together under Harma  
alcimeda in his South-African  Butterflies,  vol. 1, p.  312, 1887, despite the fact that 
Dr. W.F. Kirby, in his Syn. Cat. Diurn_. Lep., 1871:251-252, had correctly placed. 
them and a number  of  related  species in the  genus  Cymothoe  Hübner  (1819).  
Kirby's action was supported by Schatz and  Röber in Exot. Schmett., Pt. 2,  p. 162, 
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pl. 26 (1897), and also by Aurivillius  in his Rhopalocera  Aethiopica,  pp.  207-216 
(1898), and in Seitz vol. 13 pp. 143-154 (1912). In 1943, Hemming, after discussion 
with Riley in the BMNH 1  designated Papilio althea Cr. (1776) as the type-species of   
the genus Cymothoe, stating incorrectly that althea  represented  the female of 
Papilio caenis Drury (17l3) when in fact it represented the female of Papilio 
amphicede Cr. (1777)! Finally, in 1952, F.G. Overlaet (Overlaet,  F.G.,  1952 Formes 
nouvelles •••de Nymphalides  africains. Ann. Mus. R.  Congo Belge 14(8):9-11, 
figs 1-4). resurrected the genus Harma exclusively for H. theobene.  Doubleday (MS., 
1848) which had been lumped with the species of Cymothoe by Kirby et al. in their 
above-mentioned works, since the genitalia of Harma differ considerably from 
Cymothoe. 

As mentioned above, the male of alcimeda, being unlike the female in 
appearance was given the name Pallene  eupithes  by  Doubleday (1848),  and was 
figured by Hewitson in Gen. Diurn. Lep. (1850, vol. 2, PI. 41, fig. 1), but no 
description was given of it in that particular work. Hewitson’s figure of the upperside 
of eupithes agrees well with a specimen in the BMNH, except that its forewings are 
sloping back in the old-fashioned way, whereas the specimen in the BMNH (figs 5, 6) 
has its wings set correctly, but is now missing much of its abdomen. It has four 
labels, as follows: a circular, white, red-rimmed “Type" label; a rectangular, white 
label with the following hand-written words on it:  “Fort. Pitt, S. Africa, Dr. Andrew 
Smith 44-6”; a rectangular buff label saying: "Pallene eupithes Doubl. G.D.L., pl. 41, 
f. 1; and an oblong, white label with these words on it: "B.M.Type No. Rh. 9980, 
Harma eupithes ♂, D.W. & H."      

This specimen must have been one of the three males of alcimeda presented to 
the BMNH by Dr. A. Smith (later Sir Andrew Smith), which Trimen mentions on p. 161 
of his Rhop. Afr. Aust. Mr. Dickson (in lit. 1/9/68) told me there is no such pIace         
as "Fort  Pitt" in South Africa  but that "in 1837, Dr. Smith returned to England, was  
promoted to the rank of Surgeon, and stationed at Fort Pitt, Chatham. (Fort Pitt was a 
defensive fort built at Chatham during the Napoleonic wars,  but no longer exists!) 
The above Type of Pallene eupithes I here designate the Neallotype male of 
Nymphalis alcimeda, both now being placed in the genus Cymothoe Hübner. (The 
Neallotype male cannot be made a Paralectotype of alcimeda as It obviously did not 
form part of the original Type series). Trimen, in his Rhop. Afr.  Aust ., also mentions, 
on p 160 that "a single specimen (of Harma alcimeda), in the British Museum, was 
brought from South Africa by Dr. A. Smith." This female could no doubt have been 
made the Allotype of Pallene eupithes had Godart not already given the female a 
separate specific  name;  it  is doubtless,  the female  that  Doubleday examined with 
regard  to  the venation  of  the Harma  species,  when  he said,  on p.288 of Gen. 
Diurn. Lep., that the discoidal cell of the forewing of H. alcimeda was closed. As I 
have said above the two specimens of alcimeda in the Paris Museum have the cell 
open in the forewing,  though this does not preclude the Lectotype from having come 
from the same place as Smith's specimen in the BMNH (which, incidentally, I have 
never had a sight of there and which I think no longer exists). 

As already mentioned, Trimen said there were three males in the BMNH, which 
had been donated to it by Dr. Smith.  Of  these three the only one that still exists 
there  appears  to  be  the  Type-specimen  of  Pallene  eupithes.  There is, however 
another male in the BMNH,  which was taken by T. lngall at the Cape of Good Hope", 
and which was donated to the museum by the Entomological Club in 1844. This, no 
doubt is one of the three specimens that Doubleday mentions on p. 102 of his List. 
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Lep. Brit. Mus., (1844) as "Adolias--?" This male is similar to a male I took at 
Saasveld in April 1970, and has an open cell in the forewing.  Its right forewing 
measures 23.0 mm, hence it is smaller than those males from Oudebosch with an 
average wing measurement of 26.0 mm. (It is possible that this male may have been 
mistakenly included in the three specimens mentioned by Trimen as having been 
donated by Dr. Smith.) There is yet another male in the BMNH, which was purchased 
in 1856 from the Steven's collection, and which Trimen may have assumed, 
incorrectly, had been donated by Dr. Smith. The locality of the specimen is stated to 
be "West Africa"! 
The five specimens of alcimeda alcimeda figured in Pl. 87 of Pennington's Butterflies 
(1978) from Saasveld (L. & G. Vári leg.) have also been figured in Pl. 12 of van Son's 
Butterflies of Southern Africa 4 (1979). On p. 110 of the latter work (under C. 
alcimeda alcimeda), van Son has given the antenna-wing ratio of the males (from 
Saasveld?) as 0.54, and of the females as 0.48, which give a specific coefficient of 
1.125 (i.e. 0.54 divided by 0.48). The specific coefficient of specimens from 
Oudebosch comes to 1.063, and that of Grooterivierpas specimens 1.039, which 
indicate that there are several distinct populations of nominate alcimeda in the Cape 
Province that require more detailed investigation by researchers. The male figured in 
Pl. 87 of Pennington's Butterflies, showing its upperside (fig. 168i), is quite near the 
Holotype of Pallene eupithes in the BMNH, and is also near the specimen of T. 
lngall's, donated to that museum by the Entomological Club in 1844. The female, with 
its upperside figured (fig. 168ii), is near the Paralectotype of Nymphalis alcimeda in 
the Paris Museum, especially with regard to the small white postdiscal spots in the 
forewing. (It should be noted that the brown median line on the underside of the 
males of nominate alcimeda is present (often faintly so) in six out of ten males, being 
absent in the rest, whereas it is invariably strongly marked in all the females. In 
nominate alcimeda this median brown line normally runs straight across both wings, 
but in alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius the median line, where present, arches inwards as 
it crosses the hindwing.) Specimens of nominate alcimeda from Grooterivierpas have 
been figured on p. 270 by D'Abrera in his Butterflies of the Afrotropical Region, 1980. 
 
2. Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius, 1912. 
Harma alcimeda (Godart), Var. A. Trimen, 1887, S. Afr. Butt., vol. 1, pp. 314-315. 
Cymothoe alcimeda Aurivillius, 1898, Rhopalocera Aethiopica, p. 215, No 43. (Mus. 
Holmiae). 
Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius (1912), in Seitz, vol. 13:152, Pl. 35e. 
 
Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni was described by Trimen on pp. 314-5 of his South 
African Butterflies, vol. 1, as a variety (Var. A) of Harma alcimeda, but it was not 
given a name by him. The male, he said, was paler than in nominate alcimeda, with 
the dark markings "in and about discoidal cell (of the forewing) wanting, as well as all 
but the lowest portion of the inner submarginal lunulate streak (or line); in hindwing 
the same streak (line) is often obsolete in its middle portion ... 'The female, he said, 
had a broader, white transverse (median) band, especially in the hindwing, and the 
white, discocellular stria (or chevron mark) in the forewing more angulated than in the 
nominate female, and the "costal white stria (line) beyond the cell (of the forewing) 
broken into three spots and continued inferiorly by two more or less distinct small 
spots ... " Although Trimen said that the median brown line on the underside of the 
male was strongly marked, he did not stress the fact that it was curved (or bent 
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inwards) as it crossed the hindwing, and that this was especially so in the females of 
trimeni from Port St. Johns northwards to Zululand.  

 
 
Figs.1,2  Nymphalis alcimeda Godart. Lectotype ♀, Afrique Hottentote, coll. 

Delalande, in Paris Museum. 
 
Figs.3,4  Nymphalis alcimeda Godart. Paralectotype ♀ no locality data, in the historial collection 

of the Paris Museum. 
 
Figs.5,6 Harma (Pallene) eupithes Doubleday. Neallotype ♂ of Nymphalis alcimeda, 
Fort Pitt* [*Fort Pitt was at Chatham, Kent, where Dr. Smith was stationed in 1837.] 
South Africa (Dr. Andrew Smith), 1844-6, B.M. Type No. 9980. 
 
  

 

  1                    

           
 

   5               6   
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 1, No. 1 March 1991 
 
As one goes inland from the coastal forests one meets with various populations of 
trimeni (s.I.), some of which appear to be more isolated than others, which future 
research workers may wish to raise to subspecies rank of either nominate alcimeda, 
or of trimeni should the latter itself be raised to species rank one day.  

For this reason it is now important to fix the Lectotype of trimeni. This, ideally, 
should be the male figured in Pl. 35e of Seitz 13, but unfortunately it is without any 
data, nor, despite a visit to the Royal Museum at Stockholm in June 1974, have I 
been able to track down the particular specimen figured by Aurivillius (in Pl. 35e of 
Seitz 13), although it, or the Type, or Types of trimeni were indicated by Aurivillius, in 
his Rhopalocera Aethiopica, 1898:215, no. 43, to be in the "Mus. Holmiae" 
(Stockholm Museum), but as yet unnamed by him. He gave the localities of the latter 
taxon as Kaffirland, Natal, Transvaal and Zululand, where trimeni (s.l.) occurs. There 
are, however, four specimens of trimeni in the Stockholm Museum, which no doubt 
Aurivillius had before him when he briefly described the taxon in Seitz n, p.152, but 
there is nothing to indicate that they formed a part of the Type-series. 

In the Brussels Museum (I.R.Sc.N.B.), the Type-specimens of Cymothoe caprina 
Aurivillius and Cymothoe eris Aurivillius, for example, both have labels stating that 
they are the Types of those two species, written in Aurivillius's own handwriting. It is 
strange, therefore, that I was unable to get a sight of the Type of trimeni in the 
Stockholm Museum, nor that of C. consanguis Aurivillius, either! (These taxa - other 
than trimeni - have been figured in Pl. 5 of Rhopalocera Aethiopica.) This being the 
case, one has to assume that the Type of trimeni, if it ever existed as such, is no 
longer available for study or has been lost to science, hence the importance of 
selecting and designating a Neotype for it. 

The four specimens in the Riksmuseet (Royal Museum), Stockholm, referred lo 
above, had, prior to my visit there in June 1974, been sent to Mr. Howarth (late of the 
BMNH) by Dr. Persson early in 1969 for me to examine, with the following comment: 
"There is no notation that they (the four specimens) were regarded as trimeni by 
Aurivillius, but as they are aII from Natal and Zululand, the localities correspond with 
those given by Aurivillius for trimeni in the original description in Seitz. "These four 
specimens comprise a male and a white-banded female from Natal (Marshall), 
another white-banded female from Natal (Peringuey), and a white banded female 
from Zululand (Frühstorfer). According to Pinhey (1978, The Rhodesia Science 
News, 12(9):225), Marshall (later Sir Guy Marshall) visited Natal in 1897 from 
Salisbury (now Harare) where he had settled in 1893, so it is possible that Aurivillius 
received the pair of trimeni from him in time for the publication of his Rhopalocera 
Aethiopica in 1898. 

This pair and the other two females (from Natal and Zululand) agree with 
Aurivillius's description of them in Seitz 13, in that they differ from nominate alcimeda 
"in the male in having the cell of the forewing above unicolorous without markings 
and the postdiscal line only developed in 1a (1b) and 2 and in the female in the light 
median band being broader and the submarginal line deep black and distinct.' He 
failed to mention that the median brown line on the underside of both sexes arches 
inwards as it crosses the hindwing, whereas in nominate alcimeda it is straight (but, 
in some males it is absent or very faint.) I hereby designate the male from Natal 
(Marshall) (figs 7,8) in the Riksmuseet, Stockholm, as the Neotype of Cymothoe 
alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius, and the female (figs 9,10) with the same data as the 
Neotype male I hereby designate the Neallotype female of Cymothoe alcimeda 
trimeni Aurivillius. 



March 1991 METAMORPHOSIS, VOL. 2, No. 1 15   
 

 

 
 
Explanations of the figures of Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius. 
 
Figs 7,8 C. alcimeda trimeni, Aurivillius. Neotype ♂, Natal (Marshall), in Riksmuseum, 
Stockholm. 
Figs 9,10 C. alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius. Neallotype ♀, Natal (Marshall), in Riksmuseum, 
Stockholm. 
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CHINESE BUTTERFLY TRADE IN HONG KONG 

James J. Young 

 
Millions of dollars’ worth of Chinese butterflies is sold each year through Hong Kong. 
It could be more, however, even at this level the magnitude of the trade is already 
greater than anyone can imagine. 

Yet, in Hong Kong there are only two main dealers. They deal mainly in Chinese 
species, though one of them is also active in selling Indonesian butterflies. They both 
buy butterflies from a Chinese insect agency in the Fuijan Province, in southern part 
of China, which sells butterflies and other insects to ready buyers. They will then be 
given a permit to export the insects out of China, whether by air or overland via 
various border checkpoints connected with Hong Kong. 

This agency sells butterflies individually or in bulk and the price is very much 
lower than the prevailing world market price, especially in comparison with those in 
the States. For instance,   the  Troides  species  are  currently  selling  at  about 
$1.00  each  and  these  include  Troides  aescus  and  T. helenus, while  Bhutanitis 
thaidina and B. mansfieldi can only fetch US$5.00 and US$10.00 respectively. 

Needless to say, the Hong Kong dealers do not only obtain specimens from the 
agency as the butterflies are usually torn and not in perfect enough condition to fetch 
a high price. Moreover, the agency may not have either the volume or the variety of 
species to satisfy their needs. Therefore, it is believed that they will in turn hire their 
own local collectors to search for unique butterflies throughout China. 

Even though this agency may not provide a good source of butterfly specimens 
for dealers, they will still buy from it.  It plays a vital  role  in  the  legal  trade  of these  
butterflies  as the  Chinese  government  prohibits  the  export  of  butterflies without  
a  permit  and  imposes  heavy  penalties  upon  anyone  caught  doing  illegal 
smuggling. 

It is well known in the trade that the dealers may at times deliberately switch the 
specimens bought from the agency with the ones they themselves have caught. At 
the same time, they may even just carry the butterflies in paper envelopes to Hong 
Kong using more obscure ports of entry where customs control is less stringent. 

The local hands are generally paid a monthly salary of US$80.00 with all 
incidental expenses reimbursed by the dealers. They will also receive a bonus at the 
end of the year depending on their performance. These local collectors are normally 
inexperienced and they tend to collect anything that comes in their way. Hence, it is 
not surprising that they can be somewhat irresponsible and have been known to 
have the past destroyed whole populations of butterflies not knowing the 
consequences. 

For example the writer has been told by the people of the trade that last year 
alone their local collectors have caught over 1000 Bhutanitis thaidina while the 
population of Parnassius is even more serious owing to the fact that they can be 
caught in large numbers when they are in season. 

However, small butterflies are generally spared, particularly the Lycaenids and 
Hesperiids as they are delicate and difficult to handle even though the Japanese are 
always willing to pay 100 Japanese ¥ for anything that comes out of China. As a 
result, they are left unmolested. 

In general, the local collectors are told where to go during the year and what 
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particular species are in great demand.  They are always provided with maps and 
photographs of wanted species. Once they have collected enough specimens the 
dealers in Hong Kong will go and examine the catch. They will either bring the 
butterflies back to Hong Kong by themselves or ship them along with other export 
goods from China. 

Once the butterflies are brought back to Hong Kong, they are sorted into various 
families or by individual species depending on their rarity. The dealers will then call 
on their regular buyers, particularly the Japanese, who will either place their order 
immediately to buy the whole bulk, or to reserve for themselves the priority for 
viewing and buying the collection before it is sold to other potential buyers. 

As  good  and  rare  Chinese butterflies  are  difficult  to  come  by, regular  
buyers usually keep a very large cash deposit with the dealers to maintain good 
relationships. Eager buyers will come to Hong Kong periodically to see what kind of 
butterflies the dealers have to offer and are limited to about ten to twenty people who 
will spend hours inspecting each specimen presented by the dealers.  Sometimes the 
dealers may try to sell the whole collection to buyers at bargain prices to keep their 
stocks down. In fact, the dealers always maintain a separate stock of butterflies of the 
same species to keep the price stable and their profit high. The dealer who had a 
stock of 1000 Bhutanitis thaidina last year still has 400 in stock.  He makes a 
handsome profit in selling each specimen at US$80.00. Nevertheless, this price is 
still a bargain when compared with the same specimen selling for over S$200.00 in 
the States, while B. mansfieldi can even fetch about US$400.00.  

As no butterflies in China are farmed, it is believed that the trade could suffer 
eventually as more species are forced into extinction owing to overcollecting. 
However, at least at present, it is not the case. With the recent open door policies in  

 
High priced Bhutanitis species from China:  B. lidderdalii (expanse 100-115mm) 
p); B. thaidina (70-88mm) (bottom left) and B. mansfieldi (70-80mm) (bottom right)  
(Del.H.K. Li). 
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China, new domestic flights are being made available and new roads are built which 
make accessible places where butterflies are plentiful. This creates a vast opportunity 
for butterfly dealers. At the same time, new species are being found! The trade will 
continue to flourish and the volume of business will definitely expand and grow and a 
large profit will be made. 
 

AANTEKENINGE  OOR NAMAKWALAND  EN  DIE GEDRAG VAN 
ALOEIDES NOLLOTHI 

 
Deur  Etienne Terblanche 

 
Laat September vanjaar is ek en Jennie-my-vrou vir 'n paar dae Namakwaland toe.  

So ver ons getoer het, het ek bly wonder: wat vlieg dáár!? Namakwaland  is so 
onsettend ruim.  Ons is verbaas  en oorstelp  deur die skoonheid  en  leegheid  van  
die omgewing. 

Ons het vanuit Winburg pylreguit gery op Hondeklipbaai af.  Ek  wou  graag 
Aloeides vang; ek stel baie belang in hierdie snaakse diertjies (en kopseer vir die 
taksonoom).  In ons agterkop was natuur!ik die begeerte om A barklyi een of ander 
tyd te sien/te vang. Tn Jennie se agterkop was ook die kewers  - sy stel eintlik in 
hulle belang. 

Ons weet altwee min van nóg kewers nóg skoenlappers (ek weet van die lg. 
darem al stukkies kennis). Ons het nie vooraf geweet waar om na wat te gaan soek 
nie (ons het rnaar in Pennington's en Oom David se boek gelees oor  al  die 
dinge/oor krewers kan 'n mens nie boeke kry nie - Jennie is gedepriveerd in daardie 
opsig). 

As 'n mens (soos ons) in Oom David se boek lees oor A. barklyi, word jy bang dat 
jy hulle dalk nie gaan kry nie. Ons. het later selfs die myle in sy boek omgesit in 
kilometres  en  (in die hoop  dat  dit  darem  nog  dieselfde  pad  is)  uitgery  vanaf 
Springbok .. om te vind dat die koppie waar (volgens ons berekeninge) hierdie mooi 
blink skoeniapper vlieg,  agter die hoe draad met die GEEN TOEGANG-tekentjies 
van die Hester Malan Reservaat is! Net 'n entjie  daarvandaan  het ons ons eie 
plekkies gaan ontdek en het Jannie die mooi blink skoenlapper· ('n wyfie) gesien en 
my geroep  - ek het  'n  mannetjie  gevang. 

Namakwaland self was ons grootste ontdekking tydens hierdie verkenningstoer. 
Wat 'n fantastiese wêreld! Luister: ons ry teen die middel van onse eerste dag (op 
pad Hondeklip Baai toe) teen die Wildeperdehoekpas af – voor ons strek daardie 
eindeloos gespikkelde en  stofkleure deinings voordat 'n mens die kus bereik, met die 
pad wat daar onder soos ‘n geloofde 
been lê.   Dit is ontstettend warm – ‘n droë wind waai gloeiend breed. (Toe het ek 
reeds A. arida op die pas gekry en Jennie 'n diep turkooisblink kewer met klossies 
haartjies op sy rug, van die Buprestidae, dink sy). 

Ons ry vir tientalle  kilometers  met  daardie  been  langs deur die deinings  met 
die skakerings kleur, nes dié waarvoor Picasso lief was in sy blou tydperk.  Hier sou 
hy wonderlike nuwe kleure van daardie ,aardse soort kom proe. (My vir 'n oomblik 
verbeel hy  woon  deesdae  hier  iewers, alleen in 'n hut, met 'n hoed en lekker 
stapstewels en 'n baard: dood tevrede). 

Om ons is die groot, groot niks. In die groot, groot niks - op 'n alleen telefoonpaal 
se lyne - sit 'n swartbors slang-arend (wat lyk na 'n klein breëkop-arend). Hy is so 
fier, so seker-alleen - ons hou stil en my kykbokkie en ek verkyk ons: hoe hy 
majestieus oor ons Corolla  19-toet model  so blou  dak  draai  en verdwyn  die  niet  
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in  met enkele grootse hale. Hoe absoluut/hoe mooi! 
Ek start die kar (hy klink na ‘n trippel X, die uitlaat agter met ‘n ekstra gat in roggel 

al) en kom oor die laaste helling om 'n lae bank mis voor ons te sien hang. 
Ons is in Hondeklipbaai. Hier in die kaatjie/duine  wat  knoppies maak/vissersbote 

geanker (die see is te rof vandag) en ysige weer/misdruppeltjies in die sterk 
suidewind (oor die weerberig het hulle seker gesê "moderate to fresh winds will 
prevail", ai ja). 

Die kontras is onmoontlik! - ons skrop in die kar en trek ons bottelgroen parkas 
wat my profeetbokkie heel aan die begin destyds in Potjiestroom vir ons gekoop het, 
aan (kan skaars glo hulle is nog daar). Ons stap rond duer die verslete dorp op soek 
na blyplek en ‘n ou hand kry ans en neem ons aan. Ons gaan sit saam met hom  
teen die see, Jennie se gesig is sag opgewonde en daar is plekkies rooi waar sy en 
die koue aan mekaar raak. 

Ek wonder vir 'n oomblik onsekerig of die Aloeides en Poecilmitis waarvan ons 
gelees het dalk agter hierdie duintjies vlieg, en lag vir myself. Aloeides en Poecil- 
mitis, agter hierdie kluitkoue duintjies? 

Ons ry terug Kamieskroon toe want daar is net een tentplek in Hondeklipbaai, 
sonder vars water. (En ons is lus vir tee, ek en my teebokkie drink die hele tyd net 
tee). 

Ek slaan  nou van ons wedervaringe  oor om uit te kom by die Aloeides  van  Port 
Nolloth: ons het daarheen gegaan (ek en my seebokkie het in ou dors gehad om die 
see weer te sien en voet by stuk gehou - al het ons hierdie keer geweet watter weer 
om te verwag.). 

Dit was weer so: by die korrelrige lee ou Steinkopf slaat die son vuur uit die klip- 
pers wat daar groei, maar teen die see val in kontras wat Celsius laat glimlag. Mis net 
waar jy (nie) kyk (nie), dit bly vir ons aangrypend. 

Daardie aand 'n skietgebedjie vir 'n son môre. Die gode hoef net op ons twee so 
alleen daar in die niks te konsentreer (ons oornag in die nat tent en later in a houthut, 
by McDougall’s baai) en hulle gee toe. 

Die volgende dag (26 September) is die mis skoon veld toe. Die son skyn. Dit is 
nog steeds koel, mind you - die suidewind waai hard met 'n kil ondertoon. 

Die plantjies wat daar om die duine agter McDougall's woon, is ongelooflik. Sulke 
vetplantjies van allehande soorte wat hulle vog in eierblaartjies bewaar en ware 
duwweltjies (ek het aanvanklik met oortuiging aan stapkind verduidelik dat hulle 
draad-trêps  is wat  deur  in vryheidsvegter  daar gestel is vir die ouens in hulle 
irritante sandkruiper-voertuie). Dit lyk daar vir stapkind-en-ek eintlik soos 'n 
onderwater-landskap op land. Ons sien ‘n reuse  padda-sprinkaan sonder vlerke ook, 
voordat sy terug stap hut toe en ek die duine after McDougall’s invaar. 

In een van die “valleitjies” tussen die knoetsige bergies sand, vang ek my eerste 
A. noliothi ('n wyfie) - dit is 'n lieflike skoenlappertjie. 

Hieroor wil ek verder skryf in die trant van territoriale gedrag en berge/duine: 
Agter McDougall’s baai vorm die duine en hulle "valleitjies" 'n mikro-kosmos van 

wat 'n mens aantref by Golden Gate, byvoorbeeld. Op een van die spits puntjies het 
ek my eerst mannetjie gevang. In die laagtetjie weer - met 'n doelgerigte swaai van 
die net - 'n wyfie, in die koevertjie. Op die spits puntjies weer eens 'n (paar) 
mannetkjie(s) wat speel verwag en: net so! Darem, vir die afwisseling, in die sterk 
wind 'n mannetjie gekry in een van die laagtetjies. 

Wyd geloop en hard gesoek na iets anders: Poecilmitis. Maar daar was nie so 
iets daardie dag nie. Dit was duidelik net ek en Aloeides en die wind. Ek wou nie 
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meer van hulle vang nie (reeds so 'n klomp gehad - ses, blyk dit, toe ek hulle spalk).  

Toe plant ek my net by die spits puntjie, sit heerlik in die waterige sand (waar 
daar nie duwweltjies so groot soos blomme is nie), laat my hare flap in die wind en 
hou een dop. 

Op die helling van die puntjie agter een van die vaal bossies op die sand, het hy 
esit. Deeglik verskans - Aloeides weet dit is goed om jou lyf naby die grond te hou, 
dat dit veilig is (die aarde koester die kinders wat naby aan haar bly). 

Ek het geëksperimenteer: ek het hom op gejaag. Die beweging is  natuurlik al wat 
nodig is - ek het  net geloop  in sy rigting  en  my arms  vlerkerig gewaai. Dan vlieg hy 
vir kort rukkies en gaan sit, al om en om die puntjie, van bossie na bossie, waaragter 
hy op die sand skuil. Toe hy "agter kom" (?) dat ek knaend daar rond beweeg, 
verdwyn hy - en gaan sit ek weer by my net en wag.                                                          

Skaars 'n rukkie later wirrr hy oor my skouer terug (ek is al deel van die landskap, 
verbeel ek my in 'n oomblik se groot waan) en gaan sit - blitsig/meteeens/abrup - op 
presies die oorspronklike kolletjie. So aangehou vir 'n rukkie  (hom veer op gejaag) 
totdat ek seker was: dis om die een of  ander rede hierdie mannetjie se plekkie  dié. 
Hy  bly terug keer na daardie  plekkie op die duinpunt. 

Die omstandighede was rnooi gestroop om dit waar te neem. Ek moet beken dat 
ek selfs een keer gaan kyk het na die presiese plekkie - of daar nie spoorties is, of 
iets wat die skoenlappertjie daar doen nie (daar was natuurlik geen dooie spoor van 
so iets nie.) 

Robert Ardrey (die Amerikaanse  entomoloog wat moeite gedoen het vir Eugene 
Marais) teken hoogs fassinerende gevallestudies op oor insekte en diere se 
territoriale gedrag in sy boek The Territorial Imperative. En daardie dag by Port  
Nolloth het ek iets waargeneem wat.betekensvol territoriaal  moet wees; iets waaroor 
daar deur  lepidopteriste reeks lank gewonder, gepraat en geskryf word. My  
waarnemings is nie splinternuut nie, maar eerder 'n bydrae tot die insigte van ander. 

Die mannetjies was inderdaad betrokke in skyn-geveggies by van die duinpunte 
("speel" soos dit al baie in skoenlapperlektuur genoem is en waarna dit inderdaad 
lyk). 

Daarenteen het die wyfies beslis oorwegend in die "valleitjies" gevlieg. (Een keer 
het 'n verweerde een êrens van onder af oor een van die duinbulte gekom: miskien in 
die hoop op 'n mannetjie wat sy gebiedjie afgebaken het?) 

Die mannetjie  wat  ek vir 'n rukkie spesifiek dop gehou he se gedrag is beslis 
bepaal deur sy plekkie  (in die dag se koelerige son). Hy het met mening daar gesit. 
Het hy gewag vir 'n wyfie? Die volwasse stadium van die eier-rusper-papie-diertjie 
gaan tog spesifiek om voortplanting. 

Met tevrede oe is ek terug na my seebokkie in haar seehut daar onder.  Daar is 
lekker snoek-kossies, ek wys vir haar die Aloeides  - besondere  mooi voorbeelde. 
Die son sak daardie aand onsimmetries deur allerhande fases in die rustige  pêrel- 
blou-pienk waters in, asof die son 'n metamorfose gaan maak: en uiteindelik  
onderkant die horison-seelyn  'n glansend vet skoenlapper sal word. 

Daar is 'n morpho-helder goue paadjie van ons voete af tot anderkant deur die 
stukkende son: ek loop hom nie, want my seebokkie se lang hare flierts deur my 
kykers - sy wil in elk geval nog na 'n krap kyk. Dit is mooi. 

Mooi keer die mis die volgende oggend terug, en ons gaan kyk in die Springbok- 
kafee kaarte, drink tee en Windhoek en eet krummelvleis en slap chips, terwyl ons 
nou en dan vir mekaar sê die "baarklies" is darem ongelooflik op die vlerk (dat ons 
weer sal kom, sela). 
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Aloeides nollothi female upperside (left) and underside (right) 
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REPORT ON THE 1990 CONFERENCE 
 

By Bill Steele 
 

I have been asked by your Editor to write a few lines especially for those of you 
unable to attend the 1990 conference at Onderstepoort, Pretoria. We were once 
again fortunate in having available the wonderful facilities at Onderstepoort, thanks 
mainly to Council member Dr. Mark Williams, and the Principal of Onderstepoort. 
Members came from as far afield as Harare, Durban, and the Cape. Thanks are 
certainly due to these people who went to considerable trouble to support their 
Society. All in all, over fifty delegates turned up for this very special day in Southern 
African lepidoptery. Many brought display cases and equipment for the final after- 
noon get-together, but more on that later. 

I arrived at about 8.00 am, only to find Mark Williams already slaving away at 
preparations for the arrival of the delegates. He had a look of 'been here a long time' 
about him, and certainly without Mark's sterling work the conference could not have 
been as successful as it was. As for me, I had the wonderful job of meeting the 
delegates as they arrived (and of course collecting entrance fees.... hardly what you 
could call a task!). It's very nice to again see faces enlivened with enthusiasm for the 
forthcoming programme, faces that in many cases I have not seen for a full year. 
Everybody has some news, and everybody is greeting old friends, and within minutes 
they are backtracking on past collecting trips, breeding successes, and all those 
things so important to lepidopterists. 

Meantime the other council members are arriving, and getting involved in setting 
up the presentation facilities, organizing tea and all the other multitude of tasks which 
go towards a great conference. Conversations and private debates start, many of 
which are destined to fill all the free time of some of the delegates. Finally, it's time to 
get the ball rolling. The doors to the auditorium are opened, the seats fill up, and 
once again, the Society President brings a new conference into being with the 
Presidential address. 

It is not my intention to dwell on the detail of the AGM proper, that being our 
secretary's job. However, the AGM itself finished on time. 

After tea break, the presentation of papers began with Dr Mark Williams' 
presentation on the taxonomy of the Lycaenidae. This is of course a vast subject 
dear to the hearts of many Southern African lepidopterists. In the tropics one tends 
To find lepidopterists primarily interested in the 'showy' families with Papilios and 
Charaxes at the top of the list. In Southern Africa we have a prevalence of the so-
called blues and coppers, with many rare and little known species to learn about. 
Mark skilfully led us through the relationships of the families, and cleared up many 
questions on the way. 

Next up was Graham Henning with his talk on ‘Butterfly Conservation Activities 
with Society Member lnvolvement'. In particular, Graham discussed the extensive 
work earned out by Richard Warren at the Verloren Valei Nature Reserve near 
Dullstroom in the Transvaal. Richard worked in conjunction with the department              
of Nature Conservation.  Several interesting discoveries were made in the course of 
Richard's work. This is a fine example of how members can work with, and con- 
tribute to, the projects of the Department of Nature Conservation. 

No less deserving was the publication by the CSIR of Ernie Grei's work at the 
Nylsvlei Nature Reserve. This fine piece of lepidoptery was distributed to the Society 
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Members free of charge. Some members couldn't wait to point out various small 
typographic gremlins, but for my money (as said  previously,  it came free in fact),  
this was  a  useful  addition  to my collection  of  papers  on the Transvaal  butterflies. 

In order to break up the conference programme into blocks of interest, thus 
hopefully providing something of interest for all delegates, (many, if not most, of 
whom are amateur lepidopterists in varying degrees), your council opted to try 
something new in the form of some video entertainment ..... sorry, no James Bond or 
Star Wars. At this point in the programme, film was televised of the SABC's footage 
on the Ruimsig Butterfly Reserve, and also of the SABC's coverage on Dr D M 
Kroon's moth collection. Since I had somehow missed the transmission of both of 
these at home, I enjoyed them immensely .... as also did the newer and not so ex- 
pert members. 

The final presentation of the first morning was Koos de Wet's talk, (Koos is 
responsible for conservation of invertebrates within the Transvaal Department of 
Nature Conservation), entitled 'Status of Butterfly Conservation in the Transvaal'. For 
me, the coverage of the methods used by the Department for butterfly population 
studies was fascinating. The talk was supported with excellent photographs from the 
Rankin's Pass location of the very rare Erikssonia acraeina. Koos went on to answer 
questions from the floor including the matter of permits to work on Lepidoptera within 
the Department's Transvaal Nature Reserves. Such permits are available by written 
application to the Department's Lydenburg office, marked for the attention of Koos de 
Wet. However, the application is a serious business with stringent reporting 
requirements.... just as you might expect. If you are serious about a project and 
prepared to give regular attention to it over an extended period, and to report your 
findings in detail, then go for it, but not otherwise! 

At this point the conference broke for lunch. Now luncheon at these conferences 
is primitive .... bring your own sandwiches and out into the gardens, derriere on the 
grass under the dappled shade of an Acacia. Sounds rough? no way.... groups of 
delegates form out of the random movements of individuals, and, within a short while, 
the serious business of locations, equipment, new species, publications, collecting 
trips, you name it... is underway. Knowledge is swapped, trips arranged, invites are 
made and unsolvable problems are solved. The exchange of information is 
enormous, and for an enthusiast these picnic lunches are great fun. 

Eventually, with lunch over, we made our way back to the auditorium for a 
viewing of the video on Venda butterflies by the SABC. Stars of this show were the 
late David Swanepoel and Ernie Grei.  In spite of having to battle my way through the 
commentary (my Afrikaans is not so good), I found the film fascinating. This could 
be a useful educational aid to introduce youngsters to butterflies. 

Next on stage was Steve Woodhall's overview and status report of the Society's 
booklet on how to collect Butterflies. This useful booklet should prove immensely 
popular with members, and no doubt, a few will get sold to the public-at-large as well. 
Steve, as one might expect, was deeply embroiled in the photographic content of the 
book. It does seem to be dragging on a bit though, so let’s hope the first copies will 
soon be rolling off the press. The book's coverage is quite comprehensive, and 
everything you need to know is in there somewhere.  I have a space reserved for it  
on my bookshelf, however  the  spider  colony  therein  grows  with time, and just now 
I daren't put a finger in it! Let's hope the new Pennington's (which is also suffering 
from digitalis problems) also appears before I get too old to read it. 

A competition to find a good name for the booklet was initiated. At present this 
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still remains unresolved, so on with your thinking caps! 

Steve's talk was followed by tea, which in tum was followed by one of the real 
highlights of the day. Ian Mullin's scintillating talk on the Zimbabwe butterflies. This 
talk was delightfully illustrated with some magnificent slides by Rob Páre. Rob, a 
stalwart conference delegate, was unable to be there and was missed by all 
However, his incredible photography enlivened a first class talk.... superb stuff on the 
early stages of many rare and little known species. 

At this stage of the proceedings, we introduced a new feature which will be a 
regular part of future Conferences. This was the presentation on "localities". Steve 
Woodhall took the chair, and began a run through of locality slides provided by 
various society members. The homes of many extremely local and little known 
butterflies were displayed on the screen, followed by a habitat description, and a run- 
down of the species one might expect to find there. This was very popular with both 
the new members and the more established ones. When I think of how ridiculously 
secretive some of us were a few years ago, this was a refreshingly new approach. 
There was in fact so much material made available that this talk had to be continued 
on the second day. 

At this point the first day's proceeding; came to an end .... well almost! Some- 
where down the line the council came to the realisation that Dr Mark Williams lived 
just down the road, and what's more ... he lives on a plot; this had taken a natural 
step forward and developed into "let's have a braai at Mark's". More than half the 
delegates leapt into cars, and for a brief moment, the population of lepidopterists in 
the Rosslyn area of Pretoria, increased a few thousand percent. Off we all went, 
clutching cool-boxes full of various amber liquids, and enough meat to feed everyone 
twice. Members and Cadac provided gas braais and chairs, and within moments of 
arrival the peace of the area was shattered (unleashed lepidopterists are noisy 
animals). Everybody had a good time, and all too soon it was time to head for home, 
and a good night's sleep ready for day two. I am assured by the way, that a repeat of 
this very successful function is already on this year's agenda. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Day two as usual started a little later, and kicked-off with Dr Mark William's 
superb talk on "Studying Lepidochrysops". 
Unfortunately, I missed part of the talk as a result of volunteering to wash-up after the 
tea break (in future everyone can wash their own cups). I arrived in time to enjoy 
Mark's coverage of Formicariurn's, and just in time to catch Mark's expertise on the 
feeding of the ants themselves. Mark expounded on the rearing of Lycaenid larvae in 
these formicariums based on a wealth of hard-earned practical experience. This talk 
was most informative and enjoyable. Mark had some formicariums on- hand, and 
gave many practical tips on their construction. It would be nice if his talk could be 
written down in a future Metamorphosis article, since much of its content was new. 

In accordance with usual practice, the Photographic Competition should have 
started at this point.  However, a poor response had been received (I regret to point 
out that this was due to the negligence of the council .. of which I am a member, and 
therefore also guilty, in calling for input at the proper time.) Thus, on the previous 
day, it had been decided to leave entries open a further day, to allow for any 
latecomers. The photographic competition report was thus postponed to the 
afternoon. 
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After Mark’s talk, we were treated to something a little different by Dr M Penrith. 
She gave a superb coverage of the Tenebrionid beetles (tok-tokkies to me) covering 
the spectrum of the species, and their habits. The slides and information given on the 
Tenebrionidae of the Namib was particularly interesting. 

Dr  Penrith's  talk  was  followed  by  tea,   and  then  we  all  filed  back  into  the 
auditorium for the continuing saga of the Emperor Moths. 

Anyone who attends the Conferences regularly, will know that every year Rolf 
Oberprieler gives a talk on the Emperor Moths.  Slowly bit-by-bit Rolf has been 
covering the entire group, addressing different families every year. Rolf's talks are 
illustrated by some truly superb slides of both adults and their life histories. This year 
the talk centred on the tribe Bunaenini, and will continue next year on this same tribe. 
If Rolf ever puts all his talks together he could produce a magnificent book! As usual 
the talk was not disappointing, and even those not usually drawn toward the study of 
Moths, were fascinated. 

Rolf's superb talk was followed by 'the laugh of the year' in the form of the video 
'The Specialist' starring that hero of stage and screen (taraa!), the famous Steve 
Woodhall (taraa again). The laughs were provided by Steve himself who mercilessly 
tore his alto-celluloid self apart, addressing the likeness as "you b8@#$* fool", and 
"good grief you know the answer to that, Woodhall" etc.  Merriment was so great that 
almost nobody could remember what they had watched (secret re-runs were held 
afterwards). After this lighthearted interlude, we all made our way outside for lunch 
(most clutching aching sides from the laughter). 

After lunch, the 'locations' presentation was continued. Just a couple of months 
later, I found myself remembering the slide of the L. praeterita spot as I parked just 
outside Carltonville to try my luck. Thanks to the remembered slide, the visit was 
indeed successful. Graham Henning provided many of the lesser known site slides, 
and gave comprehensive run-downs on many of them .... thanks Graham. 

Finally it was time for the photographic competition presentation, and this was 
done by Graham Henning, Graham and other members having given up their lunch 
to judge the entries. Although the number of entries were fewer than usual, the 
quality was still superb. Steve Woodhall's entries included some magnificent stuff, 
and once again Steve swept the board, and took both awards.... congratulations 
Steve. There is always something new and unexpected in these competitions, and 
the viewing of the leading slides forms a major attraction for the delegates. 

This ended the agenda for the presentation of papers, and one-and-all made their 
way out to the hall where the members exhibits were on display. These form a great 
attraction for everyone, and a great deal of pleasure is taken viewing and discussing 
the exhibits. There are no professional stigmas such as layout or labelling to worry 
about... everyone does their own thing without fear of criticism. This was the second 
year in which members had brought exhibits, and this time there were perhaps twice 
as many as the year before. Among them, were the following (I trust those not listed 
will forgive me): 
 
S. Woodhall Case of mixed specimens, mostly rarer species taken on remote 

collecting trips. Some of these were first time viewing for many of 
us! 

Henning brothers Case of N. argia colour forms... quite amazing how many of these 
there are. 
Case of specimens used in preparation of a new paper on the 
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Orachrysops (previously part of the Lepidochrysops: This paper will 
be published in the near future). 
Case of various forms of the Mocker Swallowtail (P. dardanus). 

 
D. Crocker A fine selection of Acraea taken at Dett in Zimbabwe. 
 
R.  Oberprieler Case of the Emperor Moths tribe Bunaenini, as per his paper on 

day 2. 
 
A. Curry  Fine examples of Lycaenids (an interesting exhibit). 
 
R.F. Terblanche Fascinating mixed box showing aberrations, and a new Thestor 

from the Orange Free State, amongst many others. 
 
W.R.&R.S.Steele Four cases; one of Charaxes from the Central African Republic, 

one of British Moths, and two of European Nymphalids. 
 
D. Upshon Dave brought examples of nets, handles and trap nets. 
 
N.Owen-Johnston Nolan brought a very exciting case of lolaus and other scarce, 

interesting Lycaenids. 
 
Dr M. Williams Various formicaria. 
 

In conclusion, a very good time was had by everyone. It was a cracking good 
Conference with some superb papers, excellent company, and lots to see. Two days 
in such enthusiastic company has certainly recharged my batteries. With a good 
season ahead of me, the companionship of fellow lepidopterists assured for the next 
year, plus the sheer enjoyment of the whole thing; I personally can't wait for next 
year's Conference ... see you there! 

 
 
 
 

BREEDING NOTES 
 

By A.S. Driver 
 

J. octavia sesamus. I reared about 60 butterflies from eggs laid by a single 
visiting summer-form female on Pychnostachys. The butterflies were all winter form, 
except for two hybrids. 

Pennington lists Plectranthus floribundus (Coleus esculentis) as a foodplant for 
the larvae of this butterfly. Evidently the plant has a new  name: Solono stemon  
rotundifolia, and  I am grateful  to Geoff  Nichols  for obtaining a specimen  for me. 
 
J. hierta cebrene. I reared about 50 pupae from eggs laid by a visiting female on 
Chaetacanthus setiger and Barleria obtusa in my garden. When feed became scarce, 
I switched them to Dyschorista depressa and Phaulopsis imbricata, which they 
accepted.  They also ate Isoglossa  woodii,  but  half-heartedly.  They would not 
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touch Asystasia gangetica, which is listed by Pennington as a host plant. 
 
Catopsilia florella. In early spring, I found two almost mature larvae, which were a 
bright orangey-yellow colour, instead of the usual pale or dark green. After a day or 
two indoors, the colour faded to the usual green. 
One Catopsilia larva selected a sloping twig on which to pupate, and it fastened the 
upper end of the twig to another twig, for stability. Such seemingly rational action on 
environment, caused me to reflect on the Hindu notion of the 'soul' as a "unit of 
consciousness". 
 
Acraea esebria. The eggs are usually laid in neat, geometric rows, and the larvae 
are generally "well-behaved", which makes this butterfly a pleasing one to breed. The 
larvae do not wander much, unless food is scarce, and they pupate more or less at 
the same time. 
Papilio ophidicephalus. I was delighted to find a small larva on Clausena anisita 
in my garden. 1he fully-grown larva is spectacular, in dark green and black, with two 
protuberances side by side on its back. The pupa is much more ornate than that of 
demodocus, dark and rough, with two green bands on the abdomen. 

Sadly when I took P. ophidicephalus outside to release it, it suddenly became 
limp and died. I do not know why -- maybe it was the shock of the sudden light, and 
the warmth of the sun. 

 
Other butterflies I have bred: 
A.eponina manjaca, A.  cabira, A.  horta, A.  encedon, P. demodocus, P.  dardanus 
cenea, J. oenone,  Cymothoe alcimeda, Phalanta phalantha aethiopica, Danaus 
chrysippus and Vanessa cardui. 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
On page 21 of Metamorphosis 27, the late DA Swanepoel mentions the late H.E. 
Irving's daughter, and asks (was it Margaret?). It was indeed Margaret, later Margaret 
Warren. This delightful lady lived near my parents in Welkom, and once took me to 
Bloemfontein to meet her father. I still have a bleached butterfly wing, between two 
glass plates, which he gave me, about 35 years ago! 
 
 

TRIP TO BOTSWANA ANO ZIMBABWE FROM 14/IX/90- 15/X/90. 
 

By Martin Lunderstedt 
 

I started off first at a town called Orapa just south of Makidikedi Pass in Botswana 
and found many Colotis species to be prevalent there. Other species of interest were 
Acraea atergatis, Charaxes jasius saturnus, Stugeta bowkeri, Spindasis ella, 
Axiocerses tjoane, A. amanga and Gomalia elma. 

Leaving Orapa on the 18th September we stopped off for lunch at Nata Lodge 
and found A. atergatis in numbers there.  Also of special interest by the pool was a 
lycaenid I did not recognise.  Going closer it resembled Erikssonia acraeina (sic) but 
before I could identify it properly it flew away.  Who knows? 

The next day saw us at Victoria Falls and the Mopani trees were in full bloom. A. 
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atergatis and A. atolmis seemed to be everywhere but high up.  Also seen were a 
great number of A. anemosa  but none of form albimaculata.  The next day driving to 
Mutare, just outside of Dett I drove into a swarm of red Acraeas. They were 
everywhere, both A. atergatis and A. atolmis (males and females).  In 20 minutes I 
must have caught easily 30 specimens. 

On the 22nd September the weather cleared enough for me to venture up to the 
Vumba Mountains and straight into large hatches of Bicyclus condamini, 
Aphysoneura pigmentaria latilimba, Acraea johnstoni confusa, A.  conradti vumbui f. 
cooksoni, Cymothoe vumbui, Issoria smaragdifera and one or two Virachola females 
of which I have now identified as V. lorisona coffea. 

The 24th to 26th September saw me up in Nyange and the species caught there 
also in good numbers were Acraea nohara halali, A. anacreon  bomba,  Junonia 
orithya madagascariensis, Capys disjunctus, Aloeides plowesi, A. aranda f. 
rougemonti plus one form zilki, Lepidochrysops violetta, L. coxii, L. ruthica, L. 
mashuna and L. peculiaris. 

On the 27th September I went to Cross Kopje  in  Mutare  and  caught  a  good 
series of Aphnaeus erikssoni barnesi with some specimens answering to A. erikssoni 
mashonae. Also in some numbers were Calleagris jamesoni, Abantis zambesiaca, 
Platylesches tina and Charaxes manica. 

Burma Valley was my stop on the 28th September and there I observed 
Charaxes protoclea azota in numbers patrolling their territories with C. pollux 
gazanus. That day I caught in numbers Neptis alta, N. melicerta carcassoni, N. 
serena and one Hypolimnas  deceptor. 

On the 1st of October I went climbing in the Chimanimani Mountains, and went to 
the spot for Lepidochrysops barnesi but I was too early. To compensate, 
Stygionympha wichgrafi lannini, Acraea pseudatolmis, Aloeides aranda and A. 
plowesi were out.  That place is pretty high. 

The 2nd and 3rd of October I spent in Chirinda Forest at Mount Selinda. The 
Charaxes most in evidence were Ch. protoclea azota  and  Ch.  xiphares  vumbui. 
Plenty of Neptis swynnertoni and one or two Cyrestis pantheus sublineatus. 

Whilst walking down at the stream near Swynnerton's Memorial a small white 
butterfly flew off a low shrub and proceeded to fly off in a circular fashion around me 
on a manner looking like Leptosia alcesta in a hurry. Realising what it was, catching it 
was nerve wrecking and it was indeed an Oberonia bueronica. After that excitement  
I   caught  a  good  number  of Apaturopsis  cleocharis  schultzei  who  are perhaps 
the fastest and most alert butterflies to catch. They have the unnerving habit of 
landing on you and then zooming off and landing on a small shrub. Highly alert you 
must wait until they open their wings and then you swing. They tend to fly down 
under the net and off, so you have to be quick. Also of interest were a female 
Salamis cacta amaniensis and an observation of Mimacraea neokoton. Only one 
Euriphene achlys came to my traps and one Euphaedra neophron flew into my car in 
search of bait. Shame! 

On the 3rd of October, John Daffue and I decided to do the famed Banti Forest. 
Setting off in his intrepid Nomad we left in fairly high spirits. After about 40 kilometres 
south of Mutare we turned left to go to the mysterious Himalayas Mountains of which 
Banti Forest belongs. By the way, the road we travelled on to the mountains was dirt. 
First stop was the local Police as the area is well patrolled by Renamo. They told us 
to report to the Army who were stationed at Bob Carcasson's old homestead. 

On the way we went down into some very dry arid countryside and decided to 
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leave traps as apparently Charaxes gallagheri has been caught here. From there we 
went up some extremely steep hill sides up which the road could barely be climbed 
and entered this beautiful Acacia countryside (Chitora Hills). Acraea acrita was 
observed plus some interesting Borbo species. 

Next stop was the army camp who gave us permission to travel further to the 
forest, which is right next to the Mozambique border. From here the road really 
disintegrated and 4 wheel drive is essential. We got there finally and put a few traps 
up because it looked like Charaxes acuminatus country. At the forest we split up and 
I went down while John went up. Those famous purple flowers that KM. Pennington 
talked about were still in bloom and much lower. I noticed a number of Mylothris 
sagala umtaliana and then I saw an entirely yellow Pierid. Same flight as umtaliana 
but distinctly different. One excited swing of the net and a perfect male Mylothris 
carcassoni. Some more were seen but higher up and then a female floated down and 
joined a stamp envelope. The weather became overcast and I went up to look for 
John. He also had caught one female and swiped at a couple more. Unfortunately 
this forest is in a "Resettlement Area" so its future is in jeopardy and while we were 
there a portion of the forest had already been chopped down. Leaving, we retrieved 
our traps and found nothing spectacular. 

That weekend I went up to the Pungwe Bridge in Honde Valley and really had a 
good catch. Melanitis libya in numbers, plenty of Bicyclus campinus, C. protoclea 
azota,  C. macclounii,  numbers  of Euxanthe  wakefieldi,  Euriphene  achlys, Aterica 
galene schultzei, Pseudacraea boisduvali trimenii, P. lucretia expansa, Hypolimnas 
deceptor, Neptis alta, N. serena, N. melicerta, N. kiriakoffi, (N. penningtoni?), 
Neptidopsis ophione velleda, a good hatch of Virachola lorisona coffea, Cyrestis 
pantheus sublineatus, Mylothris yulei, and much more. 

On one of my last days I went back to the Burma Valley and again had a good 
day netting Bicyclus angulosus selousi, E. achlys, Junonia actia, J. antilope f. 
antilope, J. cuama and a good batch of lolaus pallene. This ended a most joyous little 
trip to Botswana and Zimbabwe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cyrestis pantheus  sublineatus male upperside 
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GETTING TO KNOW MOTHS 
- SLUG MOTHS - 

 
By Stephen Henning 

 
The slug moths belong to the family Limacodidae (Superfamily Cossoidea). They are 
mostly small to medium-sized moths with short, thick hairy bodies and strongly 
hirsute legs. The haustellum (proboscis or tongue) is absent or vestigial, the male 
antennae are frequently pectinate (comb-like) and the labial palps are always short. 
The wings are rounded, both pairs with vein M present in the discal cell. 

The eggs are flat and scale-like and laid in clusters. The larvae have the head 
retracted, and long antennae. The thoracic legs are reduced and prolegs are absent. 
Sometimes they have a peculiar broad adhesive sole with ventral suckers on 
abdominal segments one to seven. The setae are often modified, with stinging hairs, 
or they may be reduced. The pupa is in a hard, oval or pyriform cocoon, with a 
circular lid-like opening at one end. It normally has the limbs and antennae free. 

The common name, slug moths, is derived from their peculiar larvae which are 
broad, squat and somewhat depressed in shape, in fact slug-like. The larvae are also 
unusual in that they are armed with stinging hairs which cause severe pain if 
touched, not just the burning irritation (urtecaria) of some hairy caterpillars. The 
larvae are commonly green but often decorated with bright colours. Some have 
fleshy swellings. They are often symmetrical, front and rear, and sometimes it is 
difficult to distinguish the head end. 

There are roughly 120 species in Southern Africa belonging to 52 genera. A few 
of the larger genera are Pantoctenia, Taeda, Latoia, Jordaniana, Paryphanta and 
Crothaema. Two species of Latoia are of minor importance as pests, L. vivida on 
coffee and L. latistriga (plum slug) on plum trees. The latter also feeds on apple, 
peach and oak and because of the irritation caused by the larvae, can become a 
nuisance in home gardens.                                                                            . 

Janse (1964) monographed the family and Pinhey (1975) dealt with some of the 
commoner, more colourful species. 
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Slug moths (Limacodidae) - Latoia johannes: 1. Female; 2. Cocoon, after adult 
emergence. 
Latoia vivida: 3. Larva; 4. Section through spine showing poison gland at base, 
duct and tip which breaks off; 5. Cluster of spines; 6. Cocoon, unhatched (figs 4-
6 after Skaife, 1979). 
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PHOTOGRAPHER'S CORNER No. 2 
 

By Steve Woodhall 
 
It only seems a few days since I sat down to write the first Photographer's comer. As 
I write this one it is about a month since Metamorphosis No 27 came out. I had been 
hoping to have had some mail for the column by now but no such luck! Either we 
have a really apathetic readership or perhaps the Christmas mails are the villain (see, 
I'm being charitable!). 

As no-one seems willing to say what they have been photographing, I suppose I 
will just have to tell you all what I have been up to. 

I've managed to get some good material on film. The highlight, I suppose, was a 
female Bowkeria phosphor borealis that was caught at Shiya Io Ngcubo forest near 
Barberton. She wasn't a perfect specimen, having no tails and half a hindwing 
missing, but I was determined that she would be (I think) the first of her species to be 
photographed live. Those who have seen live B. phosphor will testify to the wariness 
of the species, so a genuine live shot in the wild is not likely to be achieved for some 
time yet. As it is, at least one of my colleagues thought I had rocks in my head to 
keep one alive for photography, risking all kinds of damage! 

This brings me to what is perhaps a controversial point. Any shot of an insect 
outside its natural environment is to some extent a "Gippo" shot. Purists are of 
course against these on the grounds of natural accuracy, but I suspect these purists 
are not always practical photographers! I believe there is a lot of justification for the 
"Gippo" shot- and if you don't agree with what I am about to say, please write and 
say why! 

To start with, the case of B. phosphor above illustrates one justification rather 
well. You only get one look at this bug- as soon as you disturb one it zooms at high 
speed into the canopy, seldom to be seen again that day. Anyone who has 
photographed live butterflies in the wild will know how one often has to follow a 
subject around, making many attempts to get a shot before success. Unless one can 
self-levitate, many wary species like B. phosphor are impossible to follow. 

Also, in the wild the wind is often blowing and your subject will insist on perching 
on a thin grass stem or suchlike that sways to and fro. This makes accurate focusing 
almost impossible. Wild specimens also often perch in front of confusing or badly 
composed backgrounds. 

It is much easier to justify "Gippo" shots of early stages Wild early stages (with 
the exception of ova) are seldom found, most of us induce females to lay or watch 
them do so in the wild and collect the ova. It makes sense to photograph these under 
controlled conditions at home. 

So having decided to do a "Gippo" shot, how is this done and how is a natural 
looking shot achieved? Well, we can look at the little orange lady I caught at Shiya lo 
Ngcubo and how she was eventually photographed. 

First of all she was put live into a clear plastic film can. The black ones are OK but 
l like to see what is inside, especially if I am bringing a lot of specimens home, For 
larger butterflies the flip top plastic bottles that pills are dispensed in are useful, and 
big Papilios and Charaxes can be put in small "Tupperware" boxes. 

Once in the film can she was put into a cooler box. This contained ice bricks 
covered with a towel to prevent death by freezing on direct contact with the bricks. 
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Being cold blooded she soon became dormant and of course could not damage 
herself. 

I noted carefully the kinds of plants and flowers that were growing in the locality. 
Verbena braziliensis was the predominant flower and a B. phosphor had been seen 
perching on one. This is a widespread plant so there was no need to take any home. 
Had she been sitting on a plant peculiar to the area I would have picked some to take 
home. Cut flowers, placed in a minigrip and kept in a cool box, will stay fresh until you 
get home. 

Miss Phosphor then came home with me to Bloubosrand, but possibly the next 
stages could have been carried out in the field. The only risk would be escape when 
she warmed up, but this is less of a problem for commoner species if you do want to 
release them in their natural habitat. 

Once home she was transferred to the least cold part of the fridge. This is usually 
the door or the bottom of the fridge. She could have been left there for up to a week 
with no ill effects. As it was, I was dead keen to get her on film and then onto the 
setting board, so the studio was set up the very next morning! Had I brought flowers 
home with me I would have put them in water, covered them with a polythene bag 
and put them in the bottom of the fridge as well. 

The studio was set up as follows: I placed a table next to a window that was 
getting the morning sun. Then I selected a painted backdrop. I have several of these, 
all of which are large (100x50 cm) sheets of stiff card with varying shades of forest 
greens, grass greens, fynbos greens or dusty desert browns painted on them. The 
paint is applied ·with a large stiff art brush in washes, blotches and stipples. The 
whole idea is to give the impression of out of focus leaves, trees, moss and rocks. I 
do not use sky blue as this seldom looks natural. 

I went out and cut a sprig of V. braziliensis from my garden. Having propped up 
the backdrop on the table, I took a laboratory clamp and stand, and clamped the 
flower in front of the backdrop. I then took my Nikon FA, fitted with a 55mm Micro-
Nikkor lens and PK-13 extension tube (to achieve 1:1 magmficat1on). I checked the 
composition of the flower upon which I intended to perch my subject. The flower was 
about 15-20 cm in front of the backdrop. Had I been using the lens unextended to 
shoot a large swallowtail at 1:4 magnification, this distance would have been 30-40 
cm to prevent the backdrop being in focus. I checked the appearance of the flower 
and backdrop through the viewfinder at the aperture I planned to use for the shot. 
Then I fitted my Cokin multihead macro flash, with one of the side heads covered 
with neutral density (ND) filter to give modelling to the shot. Had I been using a 
normal ring flash I would have taped ND filter over one side of the flash ring to 
achieve the same effect. 

Then to the fridge, to retrieve my well cooled and fast asleep butterfly. I quickly 
maneuvered her onto my chosen flower using a wooden paintbrush handle. She was 
still sleepy and could barely cling to the handle or flower. After a few seconds 
however, she began to wake up and sat with her wings closed on the flower. I 
manipulated the clamped flower so that her wings were parallel to the backdrop, and 
took a couple of shots. I varied the aperture by half an f-stop either side of the 
aperture indicated by the flash exposure table. · 

I only had a minute or so to do this because my subject soon warmed up in the 
morning sun. She opened her wings to the sun to "warm her engine up" ready for 
flight. This gave me about 30 seconds to shoot her upperside. This doesn't sound 
long, but I can usually get 2-3 shots in this time if my flash batteries are well charged. 
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If a subject becomes too lively I just return it to the fridge to go back to sleep before 
trying again. 

By the time I had finished shooting, Miss Phosphor was well warmed up and 
fluttered over to the (closed!) window. There she sat placidly and allowed herself to 
be caught in a film can and returned to the fridge, to await despatch by freezing and 
a place on the setting board. Had I been so minded, I could have taken her back to 
the forest and let her go none the worse for the ordeal. 

This technique works well for bred specimens fresh from the pupa. These are 
often dopy enough to not need the fridge treatment. Provided that they are handled 
carefully, no damage will be done to the scaling and such specimens will still be good 
for the cabinet. 

In the absence of sunlight, a strong spotlight will often induce specimens to open 
their wings. Also, many butterflies habitually perch on rocks or grass. All you have to 
do to achieve a natural result is to bring home a small rock or some of the correct 
grass to use as a perch. For grassland species, grass (or bossies for fynbos species) 
can also be arranged between the backdrop and the perch. This gives an even more 
natural looking photograph. 

The commonest mistake you will make with this method is the edge of the 
background being visible in the shot. This is easier to do than you would think. The 
only way to avoid it is to always check the background through the viewfinder as you 
shoot. 

You will be amazed how what looks like a very Heath Robinson setup eventually 
appears on your slides. The use of the backdrop eliminates the black background 
often occurring in flash shots. This is because it is close enough to the subject to be 
lit by the flash, but being fuzzily painted and out of focus it looks like a naturally lit 
outdoor background. The optimum gap between subject and backdrop depends on 
the level of magnification in use. Generally, 15-20 cm works well for ratios of 1:2 to 
1:1: Lower ratios - 1:3 to 1:6 for larger butterflies - need a bigger gap to ensure an 
out of focus background. This is because the depth of focus increases as 
magnification decreases. The bigger gap also decreases the amount of light falling 
on the backdrop, so paler backdrops should be used for low magnifications. A gap of 
30-40 cm is usually sufficient; although too wide a gap will result in an unlit, black 
background. The technique can be used for microphotography where the 
magnification ratio is below 1:1- down to 2:1or3:1. At these ratios the backdrop 
should be about 10 cm behind the subject. . 

Well, in telling you about B. phosphor I've used up my entire column! I was going 
to tell you about the larvae I've been photographing, but that will have to wait for next 
issue. Until then, good hunting! 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!! 1991 PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Once again we are organizing the slide competition for the AGM and Conference. 
Again the prize is the prestigious trophy and certificate, and we have both the general 
and scientific categories. The rules are printed in this issue. 

As I write Photographer’s Corner, I have been lumbered with the job of organizing 
entries. Last year the number of entries was appallingly small. There would have 
appeared to be only John Joannou, Rolf Oberprieler and myself who are active 
photographers, and I KNOW that isn't so. We three have all won the trophy twice 
each now, it's getting embarrassing. 
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I am a veteran of several AGMs now and can tell you without doubt that the 
exhibition of the entries to this competition is one of the highlights of the Conference. 
Few things are as attractive as well exposed and composed colour slides. 

Your Council is as always trying to produce as exciting as possible a programme 
for this year's Conference. Please don't let us photographers let the side down again 
by hiding our lights under bushels as we did last year. I am sending out this appeal 
as early as this to allow you all to start planning those winning shots NOW. 

Remember, all shots are welcome. Don't fall into the trap of false modesty by 
saying "but my shots aren't good enough, I'll never win"! Don't be such wimps! What 
chance do you have of winning if you don't enter????? If the picture looks pleasing to 
your eye, believe me it has a chance. The judges are all lepidopterists like you, not 
purist camera dub types who don't appreciate the niceties of insect photography. 
Even if you don't win, you have the satisfaction of showing your best efforts to your 
peers and the opportunity to discuss ways of honing your technique. 

So come on photographers. Let's have a really good slide show this year and for 
Pete's sake find a new holder for the trophy! 

Send your entries to me at the address below: 
 

Steve Woodhall 
PO Box 67317 
Bryanston 2021 

 
Send by recorded post, and they will be returned to you likewise or at the 

Conference. 
 

Steve Woodhall 
 

BUTTERFLY GEMS OF ZIMBABWE 
 
Some 450 species of butterfly grace Zimbabwe. Finding them all involves travelling 
Into the most spectacular parts of the country. An extra bonus for the ardent 
enthusiast is that unknown genera almost certainly remain to be discovered in 
unexplored niches. 

Wild Africa Safaris, based in the capital city, Harare, can make arrangements for 
lepidopterists and enthusiasts to visit the areas where butterflies abound. Because of 
the relatively mild winter, many species fly all year round, but abundance depends on 
the larvae's foodplants which may be annual. The height of the butterfly carnival 
occurs at the end of the rainy season between February and April. Generally, the 
wetter an area, the more luxurious the vegetation and the greater the butterfly 
population. Thus the largest concentration of rare and exotic types occurs in the 
Eastern Districts, especially the warmer parts. 

Any large Zimbabwean flower garden may be visited by 60-100 species a year. 
Amongst them is sure to be Danaus chrysippus, the African Monarch, varieties of 
which range from the Cape of Good Hope to West Africa, Southern Europe to the Far 
East. It is related to American Danaus plexippus, but does not perform such 
astonishing migratory feats. Because of its milkweed diet, it is poisonous or 
unpalatable to would-be predators and is thus a focus of the intriguing phenomenon 
of mimicry. Nature protects some distantly related but edible species by making them 
look-alikes of the Monarch. Hypolimnas misippus is one of these. The male is velvety 
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black with large white violet-ringed discal spots on both pairs of wings. The females 
closely resemble D. chrysippus. Not only are they mimics, but because so different 
from the male, they are said to exhibit sexual dimorphism. There are even differences 
between females, polymorphism. Slower-moving females mingle with African 
Monarchs, and are left alone by predators. 

Catopsilia florella will pause for a sip of nectar or water before continuing on its 
mysterious way. For unknown reasons, great numbers migrate south west during 
summer, passing an observer at 20 to 100 per minute, for anything from a day to 
three months. A lesser wave moves north or north east in winter. The superabundant 
greenish-white males differ from the scarcer, larger females which are yellow with a 
brown spot on the forewing. 
Numerous medium to large members of genus Junonia are common. The languidly-
cruising Junonia archesia, J. hierta cebrene, J. oenone oenone and J. orithya 
madagascariensis are graceful in manner and shape and exquisitely garbed. J. 
octavia sesamus exhibits such extraordinary seasonal dimorphism that the purple- 
blue dry season form, which shelters under logs and overhangs, was once thought to 
be a different species from the red, sun loving, wet-season form. 

At summer's height, especially along farm tracks, mixed clusters of Eurema 
hecabe, Phalanta phalantha aethiopica, Mylothris agathina and Belenois aurota, are 
reluctant to move from muddy patches, and are impatient to resettle. A sweep of the 
net might gather in 50. 

The Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui, distributed world-wide, is common but does 
not appear migratory here. North African individuals migrate to Britain and 
Scandinavia. 

There are about 90 species of Nymphalidae in Zimbabwe, and they include the 
subfamily Charaxinae, butterfly jet planes with strong bodies and powerful, evasive, 
flight. It takes good reflexes to net them on the wing, but they are attracted to rotten 
fruit and the excreta of dogs and carnivores, on which they settle. It is easy to net 
them there and on muddy patches, or they are readily caught in traps baited with 
fermented banana, pineapple or melons. The common Charaxes occur everywhere, 
especially near certain mimosa trees that exude gum from their bark. The most 
beautiful non-rare species is Charaxes bohemani which spans 99 mms. Iridescent 
blue with a purplish sheen, contrasts with black and a broad white band. Also 
beautiful are C. varanes, C. jasius saturnus, 92mms, and other common species, but 
the most exotic members of the family occur in the mountainous Eastern Districts. 

Charaxes castor flavifasciatus, 107mms, the country's heaviest butterfly, occurs 
in the warm, wet, low-lying Burma Valley. A collector's dream is the scarce C. 
protoclea azota, 84mms. The flamboyant male is velvety black with a broad fiery 
terminal band round both wings. The dimorphic female has less fire, but more white. 
Charaxes druceanus stevensoni also occurs here. 

At the southern end of the Eastern Districts lies the 949 hectare Chirinda Forest 
Reserve, a startling remnant of ancient tropical rainforest. Not only is this a reservoir 
of rare plants, but it is the ultimate Mecca for the country's lepidopterists. At the 
height of the season, an unbelievable array of exotic butterflies hover, glide, or speed 
through forest glades. 

Usually concealed in deep shade, virtually undetectable when resting with closed 
wings on dead leaves, the beautiful Salamis cacta amaniensis, 75mms, is a very rare 
find. The majority colour is reddish brown with a bright purple sheen. 

One of the loveliest of all Zimbabwean butterflies, Euphaedra neophron, 78mms, 
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congregates in shady glades, opening beautiful iridescent blue wings with a vibrant 
green sheen. The forewing has a large black apex crossed by a broad vivid gold 
band. 

This is the main habitat of Zimbabwe's biggest butterfly, Papilio ophidicephalus 
chirinda, 120 -140 mms. It has a blend of yellow, orange, black, blue and green, and 
large eyespots on the hindwings, as well as long tails. 

Papilio echerioides chirindanus, 85mms, and P. dardanus cenea, 96 mms occur 
in great numbers. The female cenea is the best local example of sexual dimorphism 
and polymorphism, adopting 6 forms, with intermediates, mimicking several species, 
including D. chrysippus. 

Slow-flying Acraeas are well represented in Zimbabwe, the most outstanding 
species being Acraea satis, 71 mms. Other Chirinda gems include Cyrestis pantheus 
sublineatus, Aterica galene theophane, the exquisitely emerald-sheened Euriphene 
achlys and Euxanthe wakefieldi. 
Many Chirinda species also occur in the Bunga Forest south east of Mutare. The 
Mother-of-pearls, Protogoniomorpha parhassus aethiops 91 mms, probably grow 
bigger than those at the eastern foot of the Nyanga masif, befitting some of the 
country's most magnificent scenery. 

Each mini zone of the Eastern Districts is home to one rare species or another. In 
the Nyanga area Meneris tulbaghia, 91 mms, shows up only in January and 
February. 

Who knows what might still be found in remote regions still virtually unexplored? 
Lepidopterists visiting the country should make sure they contact one of the experts 
in this field, Mr. R.D. Páre, Urongo South Farm, Bindura. Wild Africa Safaris has 
representatives in several countries and further information can be obtained from 
your travel agent. 

Anyone interested in an organized "butterfly tour" to Zimbabwe please contact: 
 

Lilian Jacobs 
Wild Africa Safaris 
P.O. Box 781329 
Sandton 2146. 

orTel. (011)883-4345/6/7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Euriphene achlys male upperside 
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